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The road is long, the way is narrow. The path is
steep, the mountains high. Lord, when we walk through
valleys filled with fear, You wipe away our tears. We know
that You are near...... When we are lost, You find us
where we are. You hold us to Your heart with everlasting

arms. |
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6A Gabrielle Tse Mei-ying retains her title of Young Writer
of the Year after winning the Champion of Fiction in the HK
Young Writers Award 2017. She is also a winner of UK Summer
School Competition, which offers her a study trip to the UK.

Difficulties encountered while writing

The competition’s theme was Old Shanghai, so | wanted the story to
contain the zeitgeist of that era: the cheongsams, the Art Deco, the decaying
glory... But at the same time, | wanted there to be a sense of transcendence in
the story, because its essence is not confined by time, but rather, is about its
confines. It was interesting to try to maintain this balance between timeliness and
timelessness.

Reflections upon the message of the story

It is a gentle, aerial tale about the inevitable rise and fall of the times. There isn't much of a message to send
across: it seems rather trite and condescending to always be heaving unwanted advice upon the readers, and what
advice is there to give? But | think, like the main characters, we should blaze before the monolithic, unfeeling face
of time. Come what may, as they would defiantly say!

Advice on writing skills

It's often noted that bestsellers are formulaic, and so they are. But “bestselling
books” aren’t always eponymous with “good books”, which is a very subjective
label, anyway. In last year’'s English Society publication, we showed a litany of
authors cruelly slighting each other, showed that there isn’t really much point in
typing any one particular work as better than another, or even trying to find an
authority in the first place. Something’s irking about the word “skill”: | think it's a
travesty to find cheat codes, gimmicks, or checklists for writing, composing music,
and many other things. All art to some extent expresses the human condition, and
you can't turn that into an acronym. Although | don’t think myself qualified to give
advice, the only thing | can think about on how to write is: Be sincere.

w3
The Battle We Enjo

Say no to battle of bombs; say yes to battle of books. Our students joined the
Hong Kong Battle of the Books competition and fought hard to be one of the finalists.

3A Chan Hoi-ki

Reading brings various advantages like improving our writing skills. The Battle of the Books (BOB) really raises
our awareness towards reading and prompts us to develop a good reading habit. The BOB is utterly challenging,
interesting and beneficial to us all. As a super bookworm, | really enjoy this competition as the books are really
enthralling. If you think it is difficult for you to choose suitable books to read, | highly recommend you to read the
BOB books as they range from fantasies, novels to non-fictions. You will certainly find your cup of tea!

3C Pun Ying-lo

|
Some of us may consider learning English
troublesome. However, after joining the BOB for

two years, | found it a great experience for not only
people who love reading, but also those who loathe
it. | think this competition has certainly helped me
develop a good reading habit. Besides, | have
learnt how to cooperate with my teammates. The
BOB can never be done by one person only and
every one of us needs to rely on each other’s help.
When we were on the stage and getting nervous,
| would look at my friends beside me and | would
instantly feel better as | know they will stand by me
through highs and lows.

6| mEHTMPE
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